WHAT IS A KOKUA
ANIMAL?

Kokua in the Hawaiian language translates to “help, aid, assistance,
relief, and benefactor.” Certain animals that come into the shelter are
priced higher than other animals. These are our “Kokua Animals.” The
pricing of these animals 1s not based on any difference in the intrinsic
value of a particular animal’s life, or the value of that animal as a
companion; but instead is a realistic response to the public’s much
greater demand for particular types of animals. These would include the
small, young, or purebred animals.

Our Kokua animals are those that are in great demand. Because we do
charge more for Kokua animals, the extra funds they bring in go to help
offset the costs of other animals. The fees involved in the adoption
process help to cover the expenses of housing, feeding and seeing to the
medical needs of all animals. When these services are factored in, the
fees for Kokua animals are quite competitive. In essence our Kokua
animals are helping the other animals at the shelter, by aiding, assisting,
and becoming benefactors.

In determining who will be a Kokua animal, the shelter takes into
account the high demand for certain breeds or mixed breeds. Several
examples that come to mind would be Chihuahua’s, Shih Tzu's, Jack
Russell Terriers, etc. Our shelter has a very high demand on these
smaller dogs. Puppies that appear purebred and particularly ones that
will remain small are always in the highest demand. Adult dogs of
purebred appearance and animals with some training would be
considered Kokua animals too. Cats, especially Siamese — whether katten
or adult are always on our request list. Persian cats, kttens, and other
felines that appear as purebreds would also be Kokua animals.

If you have any questions about our Kokua Animals, please ask anyone
in our front office for assistance.



