	Summary of Education Presentations
	2011



Introduction
The following is a summary of all education presentations that will be made available to the public. Each presentation will begin with an age-appropriate Introduction to Maui Humane Society and conclude with a question and answer session so that each group has the opportunity to have a clear understanding of Maui Humane Society and the services our organization offers to the community. 

For Ages 6 And Under

Pet Story Time

Groups can choose from a collection of age-appropriate, relevent literature selected by the Education and Outreach Coordinator. Literature covers the following topics: how to be considerate of live animals, pet ownership responsibility, safe dog handling, cat behavior, understanding the life of a shelter animal, the importance of spay/ neuter, disaster preparedness,  and pocket pet care.


“What Pets Need”: The Basic Needs of Domestic Animals

This unit covers the basic needs of food, water, shelter, exercise and love in an age-appropriate manner and provides each child with a take-home coloring sheet that has more detailed information about basic pet needs on the back for parents. 


“Listen to the Animals”: A Lesson in Pet Safety

This unit focuses on proper pet handling with focus on the unique needs of cats, dogs and pocket pets. We emphasize the importance of respecting an animal’s space and allowing them to feel safe around us. The lesson includes a reading of the book ‘Tails Are Not For Pulling’ and each child is provided with Animal Safety posters that highlight the special needs of cats, dogs and pocket pets, with more detailed information on the back for parents.  

For Ages 7-10


Kindness, Care, Compassion and Respect

This unit teaches different ways we can show kindness, care, compassion and respect- not only to each other, but to our animal friends. It is meant to serve as a more thorough lesson about the Maui Humane Society and its mission statement. It examines how the services we provide (spay/neuter, pet responsibility, prevention of cruelty) support these missions. The lesson is supplemented by a power point presentation. 

Animals Have Feelings Too! Exploring Empathy for Animals

This unit focuses on developing a sense of empathy for animals in an age-appropriate manner. Students will explore different types of emotions and role-play to discover the shared emotional bond between pets and humans. This unit includes a reading of the short story “Rusty and Raymond”, followed by a discussion. 

Animals Do Many Things: Exploring the Human/ Animal Bond

This unit focuses on developing appreciation for what animals provide to humans, other animals and the environment. Students are provided with an activity sheet with detailed information on the back for parents outlining the benefits of children owning pets, and how caring for a pet can boost self-esteem, award confidence and a sense of responsibility.  


“Listen to the Animals”: A Lesson in Pet Safety (for ages 7-10)

This unit focuses on proper pet handling in a manner appropriate for kids ages 7-10. The lesson includes more detailed curriculum on dog and cat handling, including readings from the books “May I Pet Your Dog?” and “Oh, Theodore!” along with a discussion of the diagram “How To Pet My Cat”. Subject to advance notice, this presentation is supplemented by a pocket pet with a hands-on lesson in animal handling. Each student will be provided with an age-appropriate take-home sheet that outlines proper techniques for handling dogs, cats and pocket pets. 

Junior Pet Owners

This unit covers the process of choosing a pet that meets your family’s needs and discusses the many responsibilities associated with pet ownership in an age-appropriate manner. Subject to advance notice, this lesson can be supplemented by a live animal visitor, along with examples of pet care supplies that would be needed to maintain that animal’s happiness and comfort. If an animal is not able to accompany the EOC, this unit is supplemented by a reading of the short story “Greg’s Dilemma” and a 30-minute film “Paws, Claws, Feathers and Fins”. 
For Ages 11 and up


Pet Overpopulation: Symptoms and Solutions

This unit discusses how pet overpopulation is a major issue in animal welfare, as well as the role of euthanasia as a symptom of the problem, not a solution. The lesson reinforces spay/neuter as a preventative solution to overpopulation and includes an overview of MHS’s SNARP/SNIP Program. The group is given information regarding what they can do to help control the pet overpopulation problem. This unit is supplemented by the video “The Power of Compassion” and our information handouts on spay/neuter and euthanasia. 

Animal Advocacy: What You Can Do to Help

This unit discusses the preventative role of education and outreach in protecting the welfare of animals in our community. For groups ages 11-17 the unit is supplemented by a power point presentation on the Junior Animal Advocates of Maui Program, and for groups 18+ the unit is supplemented by a power point presentation on volunteer opportunities at the Maui Humane Society. Each group member is provided with an ‘Animal Advocate Kit’ that provides handouts, brochures and additional resources and is encouraged to share information with their community. 


Breaking the Cycle of Abuse: The Link Between Animal Cruelty and Domestic Violence

This unit begins by drawing a distinction between unintentional neglect and intentional cruelty, and explores the link between animal cruelty and domestic violence. This lesson is supplemented by the video “Patterns of Abuse: Exploding the Cycle”. Each group member is provided with a copy of the booklet “Understanding Animal Cruelty” and an information handout on Regulations and Laws, including how to report incidences of intentional cruelty. 


The Face of Dogfighting

This unit explores common misconceptions about the Pit Bull Terrier ‘breed’ and is supplemented by the HSUS short films “The Face of Dog-Fighting: One Dog’s Incredible Journey” and “Life on the Chain, Death in the Ring”. If there is adequate time, the unit is supplemented by a power point presentation that discusses the reasons why considering dog-fighting a ‘cultural tradition’ is a weak argument for the justification of animal cruelty. Each member of the group is provided with the Dog-Fighting Action Pack provided by HSUS and a copy of our Regulations and Laws handout. 


Careers in Animal Care

This unit provides an overview of different careers in animal care, including the many different ways employees of Maui Humane Society work to care for the animals of Maui. This unit is supplemented by information handouts that provide information about each department at MHS. 

High School – Adult

Pet Ownership 101

This unit covers the basics or responsible pet ownership. Attendees will be familiarized with the costs, commitments and responsibilities of pet ownership and will be provided with information on general pet health. They will also be provided with an overview of Maui County’s animal regulations and laws and informed of the pet owner counseling services provided at Maui Humane Society and low-cost spay/neuter program.  


Deconstructing the Myths and Misconceptions of Open-Admission Shelters

This unit is intended to function as an informational platform to dispel common myths and misconceptions about Maui Humane Society, open-admission shelters, the definition of ‘no-kill’, and the role of euthanasia in humane treatment.  We will provide the group with facts and figures associated with our shelter, explain our role as Maui’s only open-admission shelter and describe how our methodology supports our mission to treat Maui’s animals with the compassion and dignity they deserve. 


How to Keep Your Pet’s Best Interest in Mind: Pet Training and Solutions

This unit is designed to encourage pet owners to keep the best interest of their pets in mind when considering the surrender of their pet. It functions as a reminder to the public that MHS offers guidance, counseling and assistance with various pet ownership issues. Each group member will be provided with information on pet training and a comprehensive overview of what to do when the going gets tough and doing ‘what’s best for your pet’ becomes unclear. 


The Feral Cat Issue: Real Problem, Real Solutions

This unit provides an overview of what defines a ‘feral cat’, and why their overpopulation presents a threat to Maui’s ecosystem and the health of our community and pets. We discuss various factors that contribute to, hinder or alleviate Maui’s ‘feral cat issue’ and provide information about feral cat euthanasia, Maui’s Feline Foundation, managed feral cat colonies, feral/domestic cat dynamics and information about our SNARP/SNIP program.  
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